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Sing the ABCs
while pointing
to the letters

Guess what’s in
the bag from its
starting sound
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– one clap per

syllable
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Find it in books or
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in words like

‘banana’

Draw a face and
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Say a nursery
rhyme

backwards!

Group toys by
starting sound
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shapes with
your body

Draw your
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Find the letters
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the mail

Rhyme time!
What rhymes

with cat?

Sing your name
to the tune of

‘Bingo’

Draw a winding
road & write
letters on it

Trace your
name written in

dots
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from sticks or
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Draw a picture
and tell the
story aloud

Dance! Freeze &
say a letter

sound when music
stops

Circle all the
A’s in a

magazine or
flyer

Clap once for
every letter in
the alphabet

Read a book to
a stuffed

animal

Look for a
letter shape in

the clouds

Pick a snack that
starts with a

sound you know

Trace letters in
flour or sugar

with your finger

Sing a rhyming
song like
‘Twinkle,
Twinkle’
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This calendar is meant to bring little moments of literacy into your
daily rhythm — nothing more, nothing less.

There is no pressure.
 These tasks are invitations, not obligations. Do what fits. Skip what

doesn’t.

Go lightly.
 A few minutes of playful attention is all it takes. There’s no need to

over-correct or push for perfection.

Make it your own.
 Feel free to adapt tasks to your child’s age, energy, or curiosity.

Sometimes “draw a picture” becomes “build it out of blocks” — that’s
perfect.

Have fun.
 Literacy grows best in joy, not drills. Your warmth and presence are

more powerful than any worksheet.

Repetition is helpful.
 Kids love doing the same thing again and again. That’s not boring —

it’s brain-building.

Connection matters most.
 The real magic is in your voice, your attention, your encouragement.

Literacy follows love.

 Notes to Parents



© 2025 Kind Corner. All rights reserved.

/b/, /s/, /ch/
 When a letter is written between slashes, it means we’re talking about the sound,

not the letter name.
 For example, /b/ is the first sound in ball, not the name of the letter “B.”

👉 Try this: Say a word slowly — “/s/ /u/ /n/” — and ask your child, “What word
did I just say?”

 If they don’t know yet, smile and say it again a little faster. You’re helping their
brain stretch.

CVC word
 This stands for consonant-vowel-consonant — words like cat, hop, and sun.

These are the earliest fully decodable words kids can read and write.
👉 Try this: Help your child say each sound as they write it. If the spelling’s a
little off, praise the effort — “You’re really listening to the sounds. That’s

awesome.”

Word family
 A group of words with the same ending pattern, like hat, bat, and sat. Seeing those

patterns builds reading and spelling confidence.
👉 Try this: Ask, “If we can read cat, what word would we have if we changed the

first sound to /h/?”

Syllables
 The natural beats in a word. Ba-na-na has three. Fish has one.

👉 Try this: Clap out the syllables in names at the dinner table. Or stomp the beats
in words while walking. It’s learning disguised as play.

Blending
 Putting sounds together to make a word. /d/ /o/ /g/ becomes dog.

👉 Try this: Stretch out a word slowly and have your child guess what it is. “I’m
thinking of an animal… /p/ /i/ /g/…”

Segmenting
 The opposite of blending — breaking a word into sounds. Sun becomes /s/ /u/ /n/.
👉 Try this: Say a word like map, then ask, “What sounds do you hear?” Tap fingers,

blocks, or even raisins for each one.

 Helpful Terms & Tips for Grown-Ups
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Sight word
 A word your child is learning to recognize without sounding out. Some are regular

(and), others are tricky (said, was).
👉 Try this: Play “spot the word” at bedtime — “How many times can we find the

word on this page?”

Labeling
 Writing a word next to a picture or object. It turns writing into something

purposeful and real.
👉 Try this: Invite your child to draw something and label it — even just the first

sound. “That’s a lion? Cool — can you write the /l/?”

Decodable word
 A word that follows common phonics patterns, so it can be sounded out. Think

mad, sit, or top.
👉 Try this: If your child is writing and asks how to spell bed, say, “Let’s stretch

it out. What sounds do we hear?”

Phonological awareness
 The overall ability to hear and play with sounds in words — rhyming, syllables,

beginning sounds, etc.
👉 Try this: Say three words and ask, “Which one doesn’t belong?” (bat, hat, car).

Or try silly tongue-twisters together.

Phonemic awareness
 A deeper skill: hearing and playing with individual sounds in spoken words. It’s

listening, not reading.
👉 Try this: Ask, “What’s the first sound in van?” Or: “What word do we have if we

take the /p/ off pig?”

🧠 Helpful Terms & Tips (continued)



 1.  Sing the ABCs while pointing to the letters
Sing the alphabet and point to each letter on a poster, puzzle, or cereal box as you

go.

2.  Clap your name – one clap per syllable
 Say your name and clap once for each syllable. Try it with other names too!

3.  Find something that starts with /b/
Look around the house for one object that starts with the /b/ sound, like “ball” or

“book.”

4.  Draw your favorite food and say the name
Draw a picture of a favorite food. Say the name out loud slowly, one sound at a time.

5.  Find the letters of your name in the mail
 Look at mail or magazines. Can you find the letters in your name? Point them out!

6.  Sing a rhyming song like ‘Twinkle, Twinkle’
 Sing a song that has rhyming words. Point them out or do a silly motion when you

hear them!

7.  Trace letters in flour or sugar with your finger
Pour a little flour or sugar on a tray. Use your finger to write big letters.

8.  Guess the letter from a sound a grown-up makes
 A grown-up says a sound like /m/. You guess which letter it is!

9.  Put sticky notes on 3 things and name them
 Stick notes on 3 objects (like “chair,” “cup,” “lamp”). Say each word out loud.

10. The letter of the day is “T”. Find it in books or signs
Look for the letter “T” (or “t”) on a book cover, sign, or menu.
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11. Make letter shapes with your body
 Try to make big letter shapes using your arms and legs. Can you make “T” or “L”?

12. Rhyme time!  What rhymes with cat?
 Say the word “cat.” Then try to say 2 or 3 other words that rhyme with it.

13. Pick a snack that starts with a sound you know
 Have a snack that starts with a sound you recognize. Say the sound out loud!

14. Dance! Freeze & say a letter sound when music stops
 Dance to music. When it stops, freeze and say a letter sound like /s/ or /k/.

15. Draw a picture and tell the story aloud
 Draw something fun. Then describe what’s happening in your picture like you’re

telling a story.

16. Play ‘I Spy’ using letter sounds
 Say: “I spy something that starts with /s/.” Can someone guess what it is?

17. Tap syllables in words like ‘banana’
 Say a word like “banana” and tap once for each beat: ba-na-na.

18. Group toys by starting sound
 Find 3–5 toys. Group them by what sound they start with.

19. Sing your name to the tune of ‘Bingo’
 “There was a kid who had a name and this is how you spell it…” Spell your name in

song!

20. Look for a letter shape in the clouds
 Stare at the clouds. Do any of them look like letters?

21. Circle all the A’s in a magazine or flyer
 Grab a flyer or magazine. Use a crayon to circle every “A” you can find.
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22. Guess what’s in the bag from its starting sound
 A grown-up puts something in a bag. You get one clue: the sound it starts with!

23. Say a word and hop for each sound in it
 Say a word like “dog.” Now hop once for each sound you hear: /d/ /o/ /g/.

24. Draw a face and say how it feels
 Draw a happy, sad, or silly face. Say how the person feels and why.

25. Say a nursery rhyme backwards!
 Choose a simple rhyme and try saying it backwards. It doesn’t have to be perfect—

it’s just for fun!

26. Draw a winding road & write letters on it
 Draw a squiggly path. Write letters along the road. Drive a toy car along and say

the letters!

27. Read a book to a stuffed animal
 Pretend you're the teacher. Read a book aloud to a favorite stuffed animal—even if

you don’t know all the words.

28. Clap once for every letter in the alphabet
 Say the ABCs and clap once for every letter. Try it standing up!

29. Make a letter from sticks or leaves
 Outside? Collect sticks or leaves and try to form a big letter on the ground.

30. Guess what letter makes this sound: /s/
 A grown-up says a sound. You guess which letter makes that sound.

31. Trace your name written in dots
 Ask a grown-up to write your name in dots. Trace over the letters with a marker or

crayon.
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 Want more literacy magic?

📬 Join the list
 Monthly calendars, literacy

tips, and printables
www.kindcornerliteracy.com

📲 Follow on Instagram
 @kindcornerliteracy

📧 Contact
Jessica@kindcornerliteracy.com

http://www.kindcornerliteracy.com/

